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3/9/05 


Mr. Lob V/hitten 
114 Eastnor Dr. 

Silver Spring, *\l. 20901 

Dear Les, 

This is for Hlughs, laughs about the incredible, tho ridiculous, the LBJ 
presidency , hi 3 pettiness and aesMtivities. If you see a column item in it unless 
you'd enjoy tho diversi&ion any of J ack's associates ought be able to handle it 
fairly safely. 

When the critics were making points on the V/arren Report in 1966, LBJ decided 
that something had to be done, a book with a couple of alternatives, and that J. 

Edgar Hoover ought do the book. At least one FBI agent, a supposed Communism expert 
Ted Coble, was assigned ±o it. Wide came up with a formula tliat got them off the 
Hoover book hook. 

You ought remember V/ick. Not the s;miQ Wick who is scandalizing as USI.v head 

is it? 

WJjat * enclose is just enough on this one thing, to keep it simple and not 
give the overly imaginative young ones to much to improvise upon. It was disclosed 
to Mark Allen and I've just gotten copies today. 

Besides, I'm not sure that Jack would want to go with the rest of it, Which 
is, for purists about joumalizm, pretty raunchy stuff. Wick and DeLoach droamed up 
having Sid Epstein, then Star city editor, fcaxtugxi&na write Hoover a letter to be 
used as a peg for an MI release and a letter to him from ^over. Epstein went for 
it big and agreed in advance to 3 ign tho letter to Hoover that the FBI would prepare 
for him to sign. It went through some revisions and then Wick, personally, hand 
carried it to the Star. The covering memos are dated to the minute! At 2 2 53 p.m. 

Wick was on hi 3 way there, at 4;45 he wa 3 back and had gotten approvals in DJ, etc. 
Epstein guaranteed page 1 , they delay 9 cL.it over a holiday for more attention, and 
after tho Star got the exclusive^ they gave it to the wires. I remember clearly tliat 
the Timeo reprinted the release verbatim. The supposedly impartial editor signed the 
FBI's criticism of the critics without qualm, Fortas and the FBI avoided the "Hoover" 
book that without qy.estJon would have been a disaster, the attention to generalized 
crap was international and extensive, and LBJ was placated. 

Now you know, if you didn't earlier, what it takes to be President of the USA! 


Can you imagine a President wonting his MI 
director to do a book responding to critics of a 
government report? 



